
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING ^is a ! subzine of HURO 'RING MJ N I ST£_RS , pub'li shed by- 
Ron Brown, 1528' El, Sere no PI., Bakersfield, 'CA'933'04. . MUCH ADO carries the bad 
news of. gam \i corrections, notices of de iiay , etc . Naturally, there is no charge. 

Many apologies to all For the e x t r em o " 1 a t e n e s s of MM#74,.' I won't bore ■■j?6tj 
with all the juicy 1 details, ' but T will only say that I have been experi en c i h g : ' a n 
extreme time crunch, this fall — the worst : ev"er.' A new "'job, having 'the team do-" 
very well this y'eir*'i and my wife returning to Full-time work ■are'"aH'. 
contributing' factors. My sincerest apologies to all. It's been beyond my -* 
control. '.' - ' " "' *'.; . ". . 

On the' good side, however, once the old Football si; anon '.i^'over { f r omf^i3 - 6 ■ 
wenks from now), 1 should have no problems"' in resuming the regular publishing - 
■achedule' for MM. Please bear with nie . ,' . ' ' -. .n ■■■ '■' 

The game results will be carried by flyer until I can' resume a ■ regular. * 




ii 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING #7 



AN ATOLOGY TO ALL . * . 
(( A word from the publisher, editor, big dummy, etc. )) 

Please accept my humblest apologies for the terrible delay between £$#73 and 
the one immediately following. This is an awful thing for the games running herein? 
some players may have lost interst in the games during the lull, I hope not. Now that 
I've finally broken through the massive roadblock and managed to get this issue to- 
gether, I am full of hope that |W will be able to resume its publication in a timely 
and considerate manner. If I find in the months to come that it is an impossibility 
for me to handle the workload of zine publishing;, I will do my best to relocate the 
games into new homes as speedily as possible. I'm fairly confident at this time that 
this will not be the casei time will tell. 

There is one obstacle to the publishing of this zine which must be overcome. 
That is, the old football season. I am working on a plan to work around this, so if 
MJJ can continue to come out punctually between now and Sept., the games will continue 
smoothly through without me till December. More on that later ... 

I apologize to the total absence I've had ±n the entire hobby for the past b 
months. I NHR'd out of several games ~ I just simply lost track of their deadlines 
until it was too late. I will be getting in touch with everyone I owe some correspond- 
ence to ASAP now that this issue is in the mail. Please continue to be patient with 
me as I attempt to get back X into the suing of things. 

The main reason for the delay? As I saluded to before, our fottball team this 
year had an outstanding season. Haying our toughest schedule in several years, the 
Rebs finished 11-1, the undefeated champions of the South Yosemite League. Ve are 
a pafct of the C.I.F. Central Section. In the "Valley" Ilayoffs, as we call them, 
we advanced in the first round beating a very find Mt. Whitney (of Visalia) team 15-13* 
We lost our only game of the year the following week in the 2nd round to Madera High, 
15-12. With the score at 15-12 we got the ball on our own 9 yard line with less than 
a minute to go and no time-outs left. With ii6 seconds left in the game we were on 
their 8 yard line due to a brilliant 2 minute offensive drive including a ^5 yd. scramble 
by our outstanding Qp, Mark McGill. I mention Mark's name (his picture is on the oover) 
because I truly believe you will see this young man playing for a big-time football 
power and perhaps eventually even making it into the pro ranks. (He's leaning towards 
UCLA as a QJ3 prospect). Anyhow, it was a truly gratifying season working with some 
fine young men with excellent character and spirit. I'm very pround of them. I found 
as we got deeper into the season that more and more time was being demanded to keep 
us at our level of performance. Between that and my new position my time during the 
fall has been extremely limited. It has taken me this long to untangle the mess of 
having things stack up unansered for 4 months. 

As you can see from the Jack-O-Lanterns on the cover, that I was trying to get 
this cover sheet and your individual game result(s) out to you around Halloween. It 
was an excellent idea but one I just couldn't seem to get the time to pull off. Again, 
I apologize to all for the lengthy delay in getting this stuff together and running again. 
I do expect to be puncutal from now on* 



* » * 

"My conscience hath a thousand several * 
tongues, 

And every tongue brings in a several 

tale, * 

And every tale condemns me for a vil- 
lain." 

RICHARD III . V, iii, 19** -* 



* * 

ON THE COVER 1 Wonder who these grusome 
fotks are? This is a picture taken at 
Bob Olsen's TudgeCon III. Left to right 
are picuredi Buss Rftsnak (sitting), 
Kathy Byrne, Mark "NIXON IV Frueh, Woody 
directly behind him, Nancy Irwin, James 
Wall (sitting on floor), and Mike "Nixon III" 
Mazzer. Thanks, Bob for the photoll 
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-STUFF 

MURD*RING MINISTERS Is a garoezine dedicated to the play of postal DIPLOMACY and 
MACHIAVELLI. 1JM Is published by Eon Brown, 1528 El Sereno PI. , Baker afield, CA 93304. 
Subscriptions are $5«50/i2 issues. There are no game openings. 



the games; 



MACHIAVELLI NO. 52 - 

SPRING 1455 Retreats - Papacy Al Mantua-rrCXFB t Austrian A3 Tyrolea-r-AUSTRIA. 
Summer 1455 Dueat'Bxpendutures - NONE! - 

FALL 1455 WAR RAGES BETWEEN AUSTRIANS & MILANESE! FLORENCE GRIEVES FOR LOST KADNAHCHI 



Milan (Alhresfat)* 



Venice (Coburn)i 



Florence (Cannaon) f 
Papacy fKettman)i 
Naples (Lucas) i 

Turks (Palter) i 
Austrlk, (Broshot) i 
France (Galicia)i 



Al Genoa-S-Monferrat; A4 Montferrat-B (auto. garr. fallsl)i 
A2 CbBP-A-Turlnt A6 Tyrolea-A"Austria/ d/-r-Milan.OTB; A5 Milan-A- 
Caririthiaj A3 Trent-S-Carinthia. 

Al Ferrara-S-Mantuai A3 Mantua-S-Ferrara j A2 Friuli-A-Garniolai 

F2 Utro.Adr-A^feoatla(NC) t A4 Dalmatia-A-Croatla . 

NMR1 Al SP0LET0, A2 BOLGNA, A3 SIENNA, Fl LUCCA - all H. 

Gi 9ienna-Hi G2 Mantua-H/ foSU/T A3 AROHMli Fl Aqulla-A-Barl . .... 

Al Capua-A-Tivoli| Fi Tivoli-A-Patrimonyt F2 Corsica-A-BaaGLyo ; 

F3 Messina-AHBasTyS. 

Al, Herz«govina*A-Barit Fl LowAdr-T-Al Herz-Barlt F2 BayTun~A--tfesMed^. 
Al Bosnia-A-I)alHiatIaT A2 Carinthia^A-Tyajoleai A3 Austria-S^jhrolea. 



Al Savoy-A-Mohtferrat t A2 Swiss^TuritH Fi WesftLyoi-A-WesTySi 
F2 Provenoe-A-EasGLvb . 
Builds and "Adjustments are due Jan. 20thj 1985- 
ADJUSTMENT AMD INCOME PHASE .1455 
Faminei (10) Bad Yearll - rows- and columns 
(9) row * (6) column. Faaiine^a^ears ini 

Groatiai Florence, Turin, "Mkntua, Capua, Treviso, Modena, Swiss, Verona, Bergamo, Urbinoy 
Parma, Aqutla. ( (Place famine markers in the above areas) ) (Gaps) 
WHO COjrntOLS WHAT t (* after province denotes no income^due to famine - Cpas sfc^w new gain) 
flfilam *■ ~ C6ino t Milan,PaviayFornova^"Piara^ 

MONTFHiRAT , GAR JNTHIA". " # 

Brescia, Verona. Padua, Venice, Vic ansa, Treviso, Friuli, Istria,DaImatia, 
Ferrara,MAlOTA*,CARNIOLAi#Groatia*. ^ 
Airezo,Pisa,Pistoia, Florence .Sieiaa.FerugiarBGlogna,. .Luoca f SPOI£gO. ^ 1 

##X#^ROBte,#/^ • 

Naples,Baxi,Sal^^i#tr^o,Messina,CaRSIGA,TIVOLI,P Siesna 
Duraz^.Albanlar^er&efe^^ (city) 
##$^£AustJd^ * »*' 

Avignon, Provence, Swiss .Marsellles^ardinia^wXf^fSaauzeo.Turin- , Savoy . 

AUTONOMOUS GARRISONS REMAIN INi ■ L-.. 

Savoy,Piambino,Ragusa,Lucca. **denote& control of a province but not the 

The 1455 Income Chart appears on the next page. dity within* 

GM Notesi *Papacy Al Mantua is retreated off the' board as its order was to convert itself 
into a Garrison and retreat into Mantua city. jtote you can do this ONLY if you have no- 
other choicet there was other choice, therefore the 0TB ruling. ,^ 

, r Tf^o player for the Florence principality. Dan Gorham writes, "My friend - 
Stefan Pate^'a^r,. 4915 50th, St.,, BrooTklyn, NY (ZIP?) (212{ 253-9482 would play ((as a 
standby player)) "however, since we :i know each other quite well this could distort play etc" 
If t«o players object, Florencian units will become autonomous garrisons j otherwise 
Stefan will take over the Florence player. ' We need Stefan's zip code, Dan. 



Venlcei 

Florence! 
Papacyi 
Naplest 
Turks 1 
Austria! 
France 1 



2 



mdH NOT 52 (C'dpMX : 



1455 Income Charti 
Power 



Seas 



Provinces 



Cities 



Variable 



Total 



U+10»2& 
i?*5*22d 

!0+2=42d 



Milan 
Venice. 
Florence 
Papacy 
Naples 
Turks 
Austria 
France 



0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 



7 

8 

5 
6 
6 



10 

■ ? f 
4, 

5 
5 
5 
2 



9 
k 
2 

3 
6 

2 



The figure above with the d after it Is your new adjusted total ducats in your traasuay, 
MACH NO. 52 Presjs- • 

TUNIS-AUSTRIA t If you are alive it's war to the knife. - 

TUNIS -NAPLESi I j?fffcre&; peace and hope you were sincere. If I fall to Austria and- 
Venice they are. going- to have to something iwith their Adriatic-Balkan front and you 
are the next available victim. 

((Once more, the deadline for Spring 1^56" Builds - and Adjustments is Jan. 25, 1985. 



1983CR SUMMER i9Gk:Hussian F Rum-rr-SEV, A Bud-r-GALi Italian F lon-r-HAP. 
1983GR FALL X90k -y^'of WtXm AS -RUSSIANS NEAR EXTINCTIONI . TURK STABS LONG BLADE- INTO 



England (Rodriguez) i 
France (Jones) i 



POPE'S BACK J I 



Germany (Kuezynski) i 

Italy (Haffey)i 

Russia (Sherin)i 
Turkey (Schiwautz) i 



F Eng-crA Bel-tfal/ dAr-Bre. 
3 -H( unordered) . 



F Lon-ENGi F NTH-s-F Lon-Engf A Yor-LPLj F MA0-P0R. 
, APBWTya » A MARHFle t F NAt-IRIi 
, «A0,P-ic t Wal ( 0IB f A BEL-Wali F TYS-H< 

, A HOS-s-A Vari A WAR-e-A Boh-Gal| A SIL-srA Boh-BGal \ A Boh -GAL; 
A BHR-Mun t A HOL-Hj F NVY-Hl F Swe-DHT. . 
A TYA-Munt A VIE-s^urkish. A- BudrCal i F TRI-Hj-F Nap-*0M| 
F Wes-TUN. 

A Gal-s-A Ukr-Rma/ a/i F SEV-s-A Ukr-Rua i A pR-Rum . 
F Ion-^APi F Gre-IONj A BUD-Gal \ A SBK-Bud i A RUM-s-F B}a-f evr 
-r F BLArSev t. A BUL-s-A Rum. . 
Winter 1904 AND Spring 1905 due Jan. 25, 1985. 

1981GR 1904. Supply genter Chart _ V- 

England- Hoate,)frry,PG^, ...... v . •«•••. \M\ 0 . 

France- HomejSpa^j^jBel .(5)-l 

Germany- Hooe.Hol.Den.Swe.St^.WarvMOSrNWY.UO^ 
Italy- Roa f Ven # #M t Vie,Tun,TKl .....(5) 0 



Russia- )fj#,aev,^ f jf)#. •..<•..*...;. Ja\*X (was 2 short) 

Turkey- Hoite .Bul.Gre.Ser i iyf.Rul!.Bul).NAP..(9)42 . 
1983GR Press- " 

ROME-BERLIN /PARIS i The German/French alliance is now obvious and I must take my 
allies where I can find them^.: #*S?^y is ay only ally (until he. t stabs me anyway) so, 
sorry. . r ---. . 

ROME-SEVASTOPOPOLt Help! Oh, never mind. 

ROME-PARIS i Would you please get out of my face? You have trouble at home. 



"Nothing in hiev life - 

Became him like the leaving It j he died 

As one that had been studied in his 

death ■ .' 

To throw away the dearest thing he 

ow'd, 

As 'twere a careless trifle." 

MACBETH I,iv,7. 



1983CS SPRING 1905 BRITISH SWEEP THROUGH SCANDINAVIA ROTTING RUSSIAN TROOPS I FRENCH EAST GOl 
Austria (Hager)i A VIE-s-A Bud* A TRI-s-A Budj A BUD-Hj A VEN-H. 
England (Johnson)* F Nwg-NWY,J F BAR-s-F Nwg-Nwyj F DBn-SWE.) F SKA-s-F Den-Swef 

F Lon-NTHi A Hol-BEL. 

France (Rowe;Ll)t F Bre-fllADj F TUN-Tys z A riE-s-Austrian A V9&1 F Mar-LYO | A Par-BURi 

A Burr-MUN j A MunrBOH* A KIE-srA. BurrWun. 
Germany (kettman)i ' F BER-H. .. .. ' . "••» . 

Italy (BaldwinVi A GAL-Bud i F. GRE-Iom A TUS-Ven t A BOH-s-A Tus-Ven, 
Russia (Gorhamjr A Swe^A KwY/ d/-r-Fin.OTBi A Nwy-s-A 3we/ d/-r-FiniOrBi A Lyn-PRUj 

F STP(nc)-Bal/lmp/i A SIL-s-German F Ber. . 
Tkrkey. (Pitas)i AA^-Gal ; A Bul-fiUM; A SER-s-A Bul-Rumi F Smy-BASt F Gon-ASC; 

Fall 1905 due Jan. 25, 1985. 
1983CS Press- 

LONDON 1 Continued Russian aggression will not be tolerated! 

LONDON 1 Since the Russians refuse ' to be reasonable j they must be eliminated* ■ - llj 



1983HX SUMMER 1903 French A par-r-GAS - 

1983HX FALL 1903 ST.P&TE FALLS TO ENGLISH AS FRENCH LOOK TO THE SOUTH FOR THE SOLUTION! : v 

Austria (Holly) 1 A Vle-a-A Ser^Bud/ d/-T-Tya.OTB 1 A SER-Bud 1 F Gre-s^Itfrlian 

F Ion-Ae^y USOy-»/d/-r-Alb.OTB. 
England (Hiigh)i A Par-BRE 1 F ENG-s-A Pax-Bra 1 F BarrSTP(nc) j F NWY-s-F Bar-StP(nc) . 

France (Galioia)i A Spa-TtlSi F LYO-c^A Spa-Tusj A SasrSPAj A Bre-'-kicks at C A Pic- 

(H)/d/-r-Pic.arB. , 

Germany (Gorha»)< FlTaMJOTi F SWE-s-F Bal-Bot| F Den-KEEj A Bur-GASi A pic-PAR j 

\ A Bel-RUHj A Mun-BOH. ., •. ... . 

Italy (Cannon) 1 NMRI F I0N,F TYS.A MAR.F WES, A TRI - .all H. 

Russia (Baldwin) 1 _ A BUD-Trj. 1 A Boh-VlEi A GAL-s-A Boh-Viet ^Bot-s-A StP/d/-r- 

..... Lvn^Fin t OTBj. A^S^g/d/"r-Lvn t Mos,Fin,ap3. 

Turkey (Pitas) 1 F Aeg-GfiEj A BUL-s-F Aeg-Grei A CON-s-A Bulj A ANK-s-A Con. 

Winter 1903 AND Spring 190^ due Jan. .25, 1985. 
1983HX Press- .. , 

LONDON 1 English Lyric - I love Paris in the springtime . 

• I love Breasts in the fall . 

But when you get me to the thighs 

It could be anytime at all. 
(I'm a poet and don*t know Its tot my feet show it, they're Longfellows) It sure ain't 
Shakespeare — is it Hon? 

BAXERSFIELD-LONDON » "But when you get me to the thighs"? No, sorry Bill, but it's 
not ever going to be mistaken for the work of the bardt 

BERLIN-VIEaQfAi We Germans will together soon drive back the Huns from Hungary.. 
AUSTRIA 1 Empress Melinda appeals, to', the chivajry of her fellow rulers^", -r'-^z .... 
AUSTRtA-BAKERSFESLD 1 Are there any white knights in this group? . ', 
BAKERSFIELD-AUSTRlAi Not a onwj Each, of them, have a heart blacker than night! , n 

ANKARA-KIEL 1 How about some sublime juice to' wash down your famous strudel? 
KUL-^SUB'TOIMEi What is this lime stuff?? Are you going sour? 
THE PORTE-TSAR JONi That Lenin fellow, has trouble planned. I recommend you nip'; 

him in the Bud. ""* ™ - ~ - ■ ~~ 

WHAT'S LEFT OF FRANCE-BAKEKSFIEU) t Gee, was my Winter 1902 Press that bad? . ^ 
BAKERSFIEtfl-WHAT'S LEFT OF SlUNQEi ; No, it wasn't; that bad but it did convince al$ 
the resVof the. players in this game that there wasn't one good reason for you to llyel 
GASCONY HEGIMEfr KARGHING SONG (Caaptown Races butchered) 1 Ludi p raardi, mercred^, 
doo-dah, doo-dah. -( : . 

HROM FRENCH IN EXILE 1 HEY RUfSIAl Boy, do I need your help now. You just can't 
believe ... _ v 

FRANCE-ITALY t Boots don* t float, so why are you? — ~ 



((Press con'd on next pg.)) 



1983HX Press (Con'd) 

FRANCE-ENGLAND & GERMANY t Okay, no more Mr. Nice Guy over here. You can have Paris, 
but that's the fartherst you'll get. Go beyond dat and you'll be asking for trouble. 
Get It? Or do I have to spell it out for you one-by-one? Don't try calling for help, 
yeah, or I'll send my goons aftsr you, and they're going to play Lawrence Welk until 
you get arthritis. See, when you' me sb Bid me, you mess wid Vinny, an* Vlnny don* 
like you, dig? Any funny moves and the bird gets it, dig? Paris is okay, "but touch 
any of my other centers and you'll' be floating- in the Med, whimpering for help, dig? 
Now, you wouldn't want dat, woul4-you?^ No : more Mr. Nice Gay. Go ahead punk. Well, 
go ahead. Make my day. 

FRANCE-TURKEY i Is- it possible that the Englishman and the German may just by some 
freak chance slip and be mortally injured on their way to Spain, 0 -Great Fortune Teller? 



1984CH WINTER J 1901 VENETIAN FLEET ADDED TO ITALY'S NAVY! NEW DRAFT RAISES 2 NEW HUN ARMIES J 
Austrian Builds A BUD Italy- Builds F VEK 

England- No Adj Russia- Builds F STP(nc) 

France- Builds F BRE, A MAR Turkey- Builds F SMY, A AUK* 

Germany- Builds A BER,A MUN 

Spring 1902 is due Jan. 25, 1985- Preliminary orders on file fori F ( T,E,A,&I. 
1984CH Press- - . 

*C0A - Bian Sherin, 765 San Antonio Rd. #48, Palo Alto, CA 94303* 

ST. PETE-BERLIN & G-KSTANTINOFLEi Anybody home? I'm reminded of an article which 

ran in an old DIP WCULD . It characterized your type of play exactly ... 

PARIS i Bimbeeau slipped into his chambers at 3 * 15 AM. He immediately woke his 

aide, asking, w A»tr' messages for me, Buvard?* 1 Buvard shook his head. Bimbeau sighed 

and dozed off. 

ST.PBTERSKJRG-LONDONi Who's in charge there? 

CONSTANTINOPLE*- There has been total chaos here for the last several weeks as 
rumors fly and heads foil after the recent coup. The old, bumbling Sultan has been 
deposed and replaced' by Walid Walid. Walid has- called for a Jihad against the imperial- 
istic Hapsburg Infidel and invites his neighboring easterners to repulse the Austrian 
invasion of Rumania. It* is expected that now that chaos has subsided, lines of com- 
munications will be resumed with interested foreign diplomats. 

CONi Please note COA - Brian Sherin,^ 765 San. Antonio Rd. #48, Palo Alto, CA 94303. 
AUSTRIA-ITALY 1 Your excursion into Tyrolia u Kill cost you the game. Won't you ever 
learn? : . "' ' 



1981D FINAL STATS AND ENDGAME STAEMENTS ; 

1981D KURD 'RING MINISTERS (Ron Brown) Austriat David Shaw- (Dropped W'Ol) Keith 
Mercer (Out W'03)( England! Stephen Arnawoodianj France). Jennifer King (Resigned W'Ol)^ 
Ron Kelly (bropped S'07) Jim Grayr Germanyi Al Vlllanueva (Dropped W'Oi) Steve Langley 
(WIN V'liJi Italyi Bruce Filbeck (Out'W'09)l Russia: Bill Clements (Dropped F*04) CD 
(0utW06| Turkeyi Martin Ethington (Dropped S'iO) John MacFarlane. 
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1981D BHDGAMB (Con'd) ...... tr , M/ 

GM Comment - 

This was certainly a most distinctive 2g gape.. It holds the record for the 
longest ever game, lasting until 19161 A total of. 12 piayeys were involved at one 
time or another as Steve Arnawoodian was the only original, player still in the game 
at its conclusion. Woody got off to a great start with England; and was up to 15. 
Centers strong in 19091 But then, the strong German ally, §teye.X<angley r himself at 
13 Centers strong began to, asse^. itself*. Three years later,. %k 191^,, -the- situation 
had reversed itself , and It was Germany in, front with, 15 Centers and England with 12, k 
In 1916 the opportunity for a win presented itself and Langley went for It, gaining ' 
the treasured 18 SC in- the ^91^ SC Ghart^ To give, you an idea. *a\as to how long this 
game has been running, here are some interesting notes about this gamer It dates . 
clear beck to> 12/26/80 making i^s start in ffty fe?. the issue which featured the picture 
of Dan Kuszynski and Jane Froskln' in bed together on Its cover 1 THE TWILIGHT Zflffi . 
MM's only; ever subzine was reaching the end of its tenure making its final appearance 
in the next issue, #28; 81D was the longest-running of any game. GM ? d t^r mer Dan 
Kuszvnskl's BIG-TIMER MAGAZINE was still around tnen, and running the abortive attempt 
at Dan's Variant, "Vacation Diplomacy". 

Congratulations to Steve? £angley for displaying his enormous. DUTY talent, in this 
game 1 taking over a mdlocre Germany in W'01 and , transforming it into a winner was not 
easyi Woody also playedran excellent , game and desearves, at least, some kind, of bobby 
prize for being the only prigianl player surviving ... 

Steve Langley - England (Winner) 1 How many times have you read the words,* "Winning 
my 1 first game of VWt ..." Well* here they come again. I sent for a sample of Mg 
and asked V be put ■orat-the standby list. X When the sample arrived, X found, that 
I'd been called as a standby for Germany : in 1981D. laterally, all I knew about the 
game was that I was playing one unit shorjb; and that Ron K*>L?-y had been' cajled to 
standby for Prance. I recognized none of : the other players' names . (not surprising, 
in that this was only the second zine I'd seen - Ron Kelly was also playing in a couple 
of other games eithenvift^Jltipaf. RETALIATION . (The other zine I'd seen) . I quickly 
wrote both to Ron Kelly, asking for an alliance, and to Ron Brown, asking for .the 
position 'of my units, my'opponents' units, and their addresses. Ron Brown .responded 
with all the information I'd asked for, an^ then some. I even got a copy of the 
F'01 adjudication, which made it plain that the previous German had lost track of his 
units and probably wouldn't be back. I wrote to England and Russia, showing each aw 
how dangerous the other wae.and what a great help I'd be in the coming war...,, I wrote 
to Italy (Bruce Filbeck), asking him to attack France, etc. , etc. 

Both England (Woody Arnawoodian) and Russia (long since forgotten), responded. 
I talked Russia out of Sweden so that he could preserve St£ from England- „ I talked 
Woody into trying for Stf with the promise of my help and Sweden, in later years. 
Right about then, I got my original, letter to Ron Kelly back with, "What zine is this 
game in?" scrawled across the top* 'So I attacked Holland and Belgium, and moved un- 
opposed into Sweden, built three in 1902 and was still one short* 

Ron K. finally figured out what game we were in, but with Woody' s aJtd, the two i 
of us swept through *France*:cwhile Inswept through Russia. I was all the way to Sevas- 
Opol and. treating with Marty Ethington (Turkey) to support him into Italian-held 

Austria." • • "-- 

In'my novice naivety, I" was wondering about how Marty and Woody would li£e the 
sound of a thtfee-way when Marty stabbed me, taking Moscow instead of ihe Italian 
dots I was supporting him- into. 

My world crumbled. ... Germany was spread far, far. too thin to pull any nuit without 
opening a gigantic hble;?;**80' lyopened my back to Woody. ., At .-that moment* having just 
learned afcout the dread, ^ab, I expected Wpody to; move his units into the unprotected 
GermattMots and go forfthe win. He didn't. He treated me with all the fairmess 
and honor that a true ally is capable of. From that point, as far as I was concerned, 
there was only one possible end for this game, a tww-way English-German Draw. 

ir ((Con'd next pg.)) 



-lSfiffl ..HTOGAME OTATEMEHTS (Con'd) 



I retook Moscow and stormed the Italian held Austria without Marty's hilp, while 
Woody stormed the Mediterranean. We were moving like an itu iB lu ppa ble: ^gernaut, .;. 
and probkbly would have ended th© game right then, except that Jim/Gr«y (the standby 
who took over France's finai iinit) wanted to see us. finish it with a win or >- ; 17-i7i 
He voted down the draw and gave his reasons in the press, 

I swept on - through Austria; ami into the Balkans, just as Woody 'finally stabbed me. 
I was taken totally by surprise, since he hadn't stabbed when I was at his mercy. . 
This time* although fcfcr stabbed me for two dots? - one i, a home center, I still managed 
two builds. " 

About this time; Marty decided to drop from the hobby and John MacFarlane was 
invited to take over the remaining few Turkish dots. 

I wrot« to Jofcfl /and ibid him that my.goal : had been a two way until Woody's stab 
and that llwould-.b&hap^ to return previously owned Turkish dots (dots that he could 
take by force had he chosen) to him if he r d only take them at a rate that would allow 
me to cottttriue to hold Woody *tt»»-th* wia; v^"-'- v - .. . . ,: 

Strangely, Woody failed to wriie to John, and so it was easy to forge a Turkish/ 
German Alliance against England. . 

Then, it was only a matter of timing. If I grew too swiftly, John would have 
to join Woody stop mev ; So I . played a game of feeding, John dots as I took ihea: 
from Woody, while building a position that would allow me to, go for the win. It 
all came together, with both Jim and. Woody NMRing and so voting "Yes" to the two-way ' 
draw that I'd been vetoing. I think John knew it was over thenj I knew it was. So 
I went for as many' dots as I could get* v. 

To Johnt I'm sorry about the stamps you wasted on me. By the time Woody had 
stabbed me I w&s determined on the win. Buying your time with dots was the only way 
I could see to do it. You play a solid game and if we meet again, I hope w* ally... 
I can ay be a good ally if the Situation is right. - 

To Martyr I'm sorry you dropped out of Dipdom, letters from. the "Mad 'Eurk , ; , 
were always fun, even if they were frustrating. 

To Brucei You played the strongest oppositional think I faced iri the game - , 
but you didn't have an ally* 

To Jimi I'm glad you stuck around. You caused me ta;win this as much as anyone. 

To Woodyi Before we first worked together, I started 'to think of you as my best 
friend. . That hasri't changed. Except for Daf, I think you are the best friend I've 
made in Dipdom. > ■ .* ...... • _ 

To Bom Thanks *or running the game for US. It is sometimes a tough and rarely 

appreciated job. Thanks. - 

John MacParlane - Turkey* •': " i ^ AU 

I Q ame into this game asva very enthusiastic standby. Although a three center 
Turkey was not exactly a dream position, I saw potential, in the spot as I seemed to 
hold the balance of power in a very even Anglo-German conflict. With this in mind, 
I decided to get either England or G a rmany on my sicLe, .grow, as much as possible-chicle 
fighting the other, and before my ally got 18, switch sides and grow some more. 
In this way I felt I could grow large enough to. grab a share onf the draw., ; 

Since Germanyy it appeared,- was attacking me while England had formerly helped 
the Turk, I first wrote to Woody offering an alliance. Many German centers were in 
reach, and with England keeping Germany busy in the north, I reasoned, I could pick 
them upwith little opposition. But Woody never responded. ,Later Steve Langley wrote, 
and I decided to go with him figuring a large Germany would be loss of a threat 
(arid' easier to stop) than a large England, • • - . . 

"Steve and I wrote oftein and he agreed to let me soak up some of his southern 
centers while he made it up elsewhere. Meanwhile I set ; out to drive a wedge into the 
Mediterranean and control Italy.: Steve and I both enjoyed growth at. Woody' s expense, 

^ - ^ -/ ((CohM next pg^)) 
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1981D ENDGAME STATEMENTS (Con'd) 

and as I became a viable power, Steve began talking of a two-way. Well, why not? 
I felt thataby absorbing his centers as he grew, I could keep parity. But Woody 
blocked me effectivley in the Med — progress would be sure, but slow. Steve, mean- 
while, was having a realatively easy time in the north. I think Woody hoped to force 
me to stab Steve to keep him from wifcning and thus used an unbalanced defense. But 
so far, Germany was still controllable, and at this time we were badly positioned for 
an e/t* 

/Spring 1916 was crucial. Woody NMR'd. leaving his centers wide open to Steve. 
And I discovered that Steve couldn't have been voting for the G/r Draw.pr dr with my 
vote and two NVR's, it would've passed. Unfortunately, there Has little I could do 
but waat and support my vulnerable centers. 

It didn't work. Steve got 18 by snagging enough English centers, although he 
did also go for Trieste. I hadn't acted fast enough. But I'm not aifsalfc -disappointed 
in the outcome: I had a good time playing and Steve*s win was very well-deserved 
(and hard--f ought! ) . Congrats to al£kinvolved, and thanks to Mr. Ethington for dropping 
out. and giving me this interesting position. 

* * ** * * 

1982IT PRESS ((Con'd from pg. 9)) 

VATICAN i lope: "Acolyte, I'm trying to call the rulers of Eruope to cancel and 
end this silly war but none of them answer. I'lease check the lines to make sure none 
of the \:Tlma have been cut." 

Acolyte: "We have, Your Holiness, they are intact." 

Pope: "Damn* Oh! Bless mel I mean DARN! Why don't they answer?" 
ITALY-TURKEY: You guys really think you're going to win this don't you? ... Or 
should I say, Bill's going to since he's moving into position to take his last four 
centers - SO HE WINS! I don't get it. Why are you helping him win? What do you get 
out of it? 

* * * * * 

M URD r RINC MINISTERS STAND3Y LIST 

REG. DIPLOMACY - Dan Gorham, Ken Hager, Jim Bumpas, Al Rodriguez, Bill Hugh, Mike- 
Goburn, Stan Johnson, Paul Gardner, Rnn Galicia, and Ron Kelly. v 
Anyone out ther wish to be included and/or excluded if you'rd included 
but would rather not be. Got it?! 

MAGHIAVELLI - None! Need MAGH standby s right away! 

* * * * * 

: 'By heaven nethinks it were an easy 
leap 

To pluck bright honor from the pale- 

fac'd moon, 
Or dive into the bottom of the deep, 
Where fathom-line could never touch the g 

the ground, 
And pluck up drowned honor by the 

locks." 

HENRY IV, PART X , I,iii,20l. 



1983AY WINTER '04 



England:F Hol-r-NTH; dis A Naf, F Nwg, & F Iri 
France :Bui Ids F Mar'. 
Germany: Bui Ids A Mun & F Ber . 
Russia :Builds A War & a Mos 
Turkey :Bui Ids F Smy 



1983AY SPRING '05 

Browns take beating as two units vanish, West stems tide from 
the East. 

England. (Olsen) : F Nth-Den- /d/-r-Lon,Edi ,Yor,Nwg,4 0TB 

France (Lucas) : F Wes-s- It. F Rom-TYS; F SPA(sc)-s-F Mar- 

LYO; F Mar-LYO; A TUS~s-It. A VEN; A PIE-s 
-Ger. A Mun-TYA; F WAL-s-Ger. A Edi-LPL 

Germany (Albrecht) : A Edi-LPL; A HOL-h; A KIE-h; A Mun-TYA; 

F Ber-BAL; F Bel -NTH; F HEL-s-F Bel-NTH 

Italy (Arnawoodian) : A VEN-s-Ger . A Mun-TYA; F Rom-TYS; F TUN-s 

F Rom-TYS; F NAP-Ion 

Russia ( Brown, CAN. ) : A War-SIL; A Mos-WAR; A Stp-NWY; F Nwy-SWE 

A Vie-BOH; A Bud-VIE; F RUM-h; F SKA-Den; 
A Tya-s-A Vie-B0H -/d/-/a/ 

Turkey (Brown, USA) : F Smy-EAS; A ALB-s- A TRI; F IQN-Tun; 

F AEG-Ion ; F GRE-s-F AEG-Ion ; A TRI-s-Rus. 
A Vie-Tya-NSO ; F Tys-s-F I0N-Tun-/d/-/a/ 



Orders for Summer '05 and Fall '05 due December 7, 1984 to 
Mike Coburn @ 5300-2 Ounsmuir Rd., Bakerfield, Cal . , USA, 93309 

Sorry about the delays but Ron's team is in the playoff hunt and 
he's running behind. He will receive this report just before he mails 
out all the results. 

Never Ever Land: 

Tinker Belle was thinking about all the war crimes he/she had 
committed against the English and Austrian people. Never before had a 
fairy been brought up before the Nurenburg War Crimes Comrnision, nor 
had any defendent ever cried out defiantly to the judges, "I'll never 
grow up, never grow up, never grow up, not me!" Now Stinky Tinky was 
languishing in a prison cell awaiting execution. Suddenly, before the 
treacherous pixies's eyes, appeared a strange apparation— an alligator 
with a clock in its stomach. A further observation by the pixilated one 
revelaled that what had appeared to be an alligator was actually the 
Austrian Archduke, Dan Stafford, whom he/she had foully murdered. The 
powerful Sleaze jaws closed upon the fairy neck and began to grind. 



1 902 1 r Wi n tor 1!3 0/ DRAW FAILS! France- F Nth-r-Hel; Builds F BRE. 

Russia- No Adj. J 
Italy- F Adr-r-APU, Turkey- No Adj. 

1982IT SPRING 1908 BATTLES RAGE FROM NORTH TO SOUTH AS HEAVY FIGHTING 
CONTINUES France [Wilson): F Nwg-s-F Hel-Nth/d/-r-NAt,Cly,OTB; F ED I-b-F Nwg; 

F He 1 - NTH ; F BEL-s-F Hel-Nthj F Bre-ENG; A HOL-Ruh : 

A BUR-s-A Hol-Ruh; A PIE- s- Italian A Ven. 
Italy (Gardner)*: A VEN is amused by the Turkish wall of fleets (H); 

F Nap -I ON ; F TYS-s-F Nap-Ion; F TUN-s-F Nap-Ian; 

A LON-thinks bears look strange on boats ( H ) . 
Russia (Hugh-): F Bar-NWG; F NWY-s-F Bar-Nwg; F Nth-Edi /d/ -r-Yor . Den.OTB; 

F Swe-SKA; F Den-HEL; A MUN-Ruh ; A KIE-s-A Mun-Ruh; 

A BER-s-A Kiej. A SIL-Mun : A BOH-s-A Sil- Ruh/imp/: 

A Tri-Ven /d/ -r-Bud ,0TB; A TYA-s-A Tri-Ven; A V IE- s- A Tya ; 

F RUM-H. 

Turkey (Albrecht): F Ion-APU; F ADR-s-'F lon-Apu; F AEG- 1 on ; F GRE-s-F 
Aeg-Ion; A Ser-TRI; F ALB-s-A Ser-tri. 1 

Fall 1908 due There is a call for a concession to' 

Trance AND a call for an R/T Draw, Please vote with your next orders 
remembering that ' NVR* =1 Yes' vote, 

tCOA-Paul Gardner, PO Box 60, Eugene, OR 97440. 
1982IT Press- '■ 

SWISS STATE-OF-THE-ART PRESS: Today in Europe, we have seen France stab his 

comrade-at-arms by refusing to allow hrim to garner another build via Holland and 
it the precise same moment proposed a Rift-Draw. Being a by-stander, I can see 
in act of greed 'in Mr, Wilson as he pursues a second place fi n'i s h . Well, I 
'juess for all his brain-work in this game, he must obtain something! ! Which also 
nakes me .wonder — when is Russia going to STAB Turkey??? I have made up a 
-.mall betting pool f or.:.a3Li_.' ti 3 | <ers .in this natter. _ Send $10 and your choice of 
season and year you think Russia will become greedy and grab Turkish centers for 
lis win to Ron Brown (USA) - - winner take all! (I have Fall 1909) Mr. Gardner, 
please don't drivel in your press releases -- no one likes a drivelling nerd!! 
Hi, Jeff, it's me — ; Superman ! 

1983F SUMMER German A War-r-LVN ' .» ~" .. : 

1983F FALL 1907 GERMANS CAPTURE WARSAW! FORCE TURKISH RE TREAT '. DRAWS- FAIL!! 
France (Coburn): A TUS - s-Italian A Rom; A Mar-PIE; F TYS-Nap ; 

F Wes-LYO; F MAO-WES; F NTH-Nor /amb/ [H] ; 

F_NWG-Ng_r /amb/[H) ; F_ TUN-Ion : F StP ( nc ) -BAR ; 

A^Nwy-STP ; A F I N— s - A. N w y - S tP . , 
Germany (Gardner)*: A LIV-Mos ; A BOH- Ga 1 ; A PRU-s-A Si 1-War ; A Si 1-WAR ; 

F DEN - 5 w e ; F BOT-Swe : A^JUJJ^-OTya^ . . . ... 

Italy (Cannon)**: NMR! A ROM - H , 

Russia ( Scheifler )*** : F SKA-H, 

Turkey (Sohiwautz): A War^-s-A Gal /d/-7-Ukr , 0TB~; A MQ'S-s-A War ; 

A GAL-s.-A Wa_ r ; A Bul-RUM; A Arm-SEV; A Tri-VIE; 

A TYA-^ un ; F ION-s-F Na p; F NAP-s-Italian A Rom; 

F AEG-s-F Ion; F Adr-APU; F Ven-ADR; A Apu-VEN 
Winter 1907 AND Spring 1908 are due . 
♦ Cannon has NMR * d out of the game. Italy will be placed in CD. ™ ~ 

r*Scheifler resigns with these orders. 

:*C0A-Paul Gardner , .PO Box 60, Eugene, OR 97440. V 
1907 Supply Center Chart 

ranee- Home, Par ,Spa , Bel ,Lpl , Lon , Edi ,Tun , Nwy , STP. . ( 1 2 ) +1 

Germany- Home,Hol,Oen,War,Swe (7) 0 

Italy- Rom t 1 ) 0 

Russia- StP ( 0 ) OUT 

Turkey- Home, Bui, Sev, Rum, Gre, Bud, Vie,Tri , Ser , Nap, Ven, Mos ( 14) 0 

I03F Press- 

jul-Bill: It's out of character for inR^b ut just this once I might heed the 

>ice of reason. v 
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WRAP-Umii 

Well, here we are, finally at long last nailing the coffin down on this issue. 
Flease read the apology on rg.ii - sorry for the delay! If all orders for the games 
are in by Jan. 25» we'll go ahead with that deadline for all games herein. If not, 
the deadline will be FED. 1, 1985 for ALL GAMES I 

All pubbers please note the following announcement and please publiicize* 

NIXON AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPW 
Nominations are now being taken for the 1984 NIXON AWJU3D. This will be the winner 
of NIXON V, that is, the 5th such award to be given. If you have someone in a game 
with you who you feel may quilify, read on . . . The NIXON Kward is given annually 
(all in good fun and humor) the Postal DIPLOMACY Hobby* s "Biggest Liar of the Year", 
in honor of the award's namesake, former President Richard ("I am not a crook") Nixon. 
If you feel you know of a qualified person you would like to see win this coveted prise 
please send in a brief essay naming your naminee and explaining why you feel he/she 
deserves to be the NIXON winner. The winner will be announced in the next games-only 
issue in early February in M£. Send your essay today! 

I understand that Bruce Linsey is taking over the North American Zine Poll (AKA 
the Leeder Poll) from Randolph Smyth. I'm sure "he will do an outstanding job of 
handling it and encourage everyone to participate in the poll again In '851 More 
info/details later. . • 

Well, that's it for now. The next deadline is JAN. 25 (or FEB.l) ((See above)) 
Have fun stabbing, and get those orders in right away. 3ye4 - RB. 

♦ * 

ccwrarrs 
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